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2010 Heritage Awards 2010 Heritage Awards 2010 Heritage Awards    
   

Call for Nominations  
 

The Yukon Historical & Museums Association  

is seeking nominations for the 2010 Heritage Awards.  

There are five awards categories: 

  

Annual Heritage Award  

Lifetime Achievement Award  
Helen Couch Volunteer Award  

Heritage Conservation Project of the Year Award  

History Maker  
 

For more information, or to submit written nominations please contact: 

Yukon Historical & Museums Association  

Attention: Heritage Awards Committee  

3126 3rd Avenue, Whitehorse, YT Y1A 3E7  

Phone: 867-667-4704 or Fax: 867-667-4506 

Email: yhma@northwestel.net  
 

Deadline Monday, January 31, 2011 at 5 p.m.  
 

To view past winners check out the YHMA website  
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I would like to take a moment and highlight some of the things 

YHMA has accomplished in this last year, and mention some 

exciting events happening in 2011.  

YHMA had brought in four courses to help keep the Heritage Sector 

up to date with what was happening. We partnered with the First 

Nation Heritage Program Coordinator, Donna Darbyshire, two were offered in 

partnership with Donna. These courses were FileMaker Pro, CCI workshop, Social 

Media Workshop and Managing Archival Collections.  

In 2010, Yukon Heritage Attractions had a ñflat sheetò created for print advertisement 

and placed over $20,000.00 in advertising in several publications. I look forward to 

your feedback this coming year to explore what else can be added to the print ads.  

I assisted in the updating of the ñNational Standard for Heritage Interpretersò. This 

process was interesting to take part in. I have requested more northern and western 

Canada content in the updated version.  

The Heritage Fair in May 2010 was very successful. The Heritage Fair will be held on 

May 5 this year. We are sending ten children to the Panï Territorial Fair in Yellowknife 

in February of 2011. This will be a great way for Yukon children to learn more about the 

north, and how our territorial cultures are similar but very different. YHMA has also 

applied for funding to host the 2012 Pan-Territorial Fair.  

The YHMA Board worked hard on many project this year. Currently they are in the final 

stages of updating the YHMA policies.   

Heritage After Hours was revitalized and is still going strong. The format has changed a 

bit, with longer time allocated to socialize and get to know what everyone is doing. Thus 

far, the new format seems agreeable to all. Last year we had 112 people attend these 

events, this year we have already had 105 people. We are on a roll!  

Last year was the first meeting of the Heritage and Culture Interagency Group. We 

meet four times a year to share information about what is happening in our 

organizations, what help is needed and how we can help each other.  Page 7 has more 

information on this group.   

In closing I would like to invite you to stop by the office and welcome Lisa Staszkiel to 
the YHMA team.  See pg 3 
 
Tracey Anderson 

Message from the Executive Director...  
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LOOKING TO  

VOLUNTEER?   

RENDEZVOUS 

 NEEDS YOU!  
 

WHEN: THURSDAY FEBRUARY 24 TH  TO SUNDAY FEBRUARY 27 TH   

LOCATION:  SHIPYARDS PARK ð FESTIVAL GROUNDS  
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES RANGE FROM OFFICE WORK TO LABOUR REQUIREMENTS 

ON THE FESTIVAL GROUNDS.   

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON GETTING INVOLVED OR TO REGISTER AS A VOLUNTEER, 

PLEASE CONTACT OUR OFFICE AT 393-4467 OR EMAIL US AT YSR@POLARCOM.COM  

Message from the Office Assistanté  

 

Hello Newsletter Readers!  

 

My name is Lisa Staszkiel, and I am the newest addition to the 

team at Yukon Historical & Museums Association.  My primary fo-

cus is assisting Tracey with the crazy amount of projects she has 

going at any given time.  Any of you reading this know how busy 

that would keep me, but I also have 2 small businesses to run, a 

large family to interact with, plus I am the 2 nd Princess of the current Rendezvous 

Court.  Whew!!  

If any of you decide to stop by YHMA, I really look forward to meeting you ñif I 

can in fact see you over the pile of work Tracey has moved from her desk to mine.  

Ha, ha. 

I hope you enjoy the newsletter, this edition has some great content.  

Lisa 
P.S.  No one needs to try to say my last name... really.  Iõm better if nobody tries.   

mailto:YSR@POLARCOM.COM
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As we embrace a New Year, the Department of Tourism and Culture looks forward to 

continuing the many important partnerships forged with Yukonõs heritage community. It is 
the individuals, organizations and businesses within this vibrant sector that tell the stories 

about Yukon, shape the legacies for visitors to experience, and showcase the many artifacts 

protected and presented through community museums and First Nation cultural/heritage 

centres for others to enjoy.  

 
Searching for Our Heritage  continues to be an 

important initiative to help locate Yukon First Nation 

artifacts and natural history collections housed in 

institutions around the world. Presentations have 

been delivered to Elders, heritage workers and staff in 

Yukon communities, and other interested parties.  
 

Another important programming tool is the Yukon 

Heritage Training Fund, administered by YHMA 

working in partnership with the Department of 

Education. This fund allows heritage workers to 

access the specialized training they require to work in 
Yukon's heritage attractions and to protect and 

preserve historic sites, artifacts, archives, scientific 

specimens, and our collective heritage.  

 

The partnership with Yukon College, Vuntut Gwitchin 

First Nation and the Yukon First Nations Heritage 
Group in the development and delivery of the Heritage 

and Culture Certificate Program at the college, and 

the Yukon governmentõs partnership with Yukon 

College in the development and delivery of the 

Heritage and Culture Essential Skills program are 
also helping to build capacity within the heritage 

community.  

 

Every year, the departments of  

Education and Tourism and Culture, along with 

members from YHMA, the Yukon Historic Resources 
Board, and other heritage partners, work to ensure 

the success of the Yukon Heritage Fair. This event 

offers Yukon youth an opportunity to find a piece of Yukon history that interests them, and 

share their learning and enthusiasm with their peers. It is always a well attended event, and 

much celebrated by educators, family and friends.  
 

The e-list server Fireweed has been connecting the heritage community for a number of 

years now. Itõs widely used to share information about programs, services, workshops, 

training, speakers series, exhibits and other events important to this community. Often 

events at local museums, the Yukon Arts Centre and other cultural venues throughout the 

territory, are announced through Fireweed.  
 

 

Continues on pg. 5  

Message from the Minister of Tourism and Culture  

Minister Taylor with Eugene Hretzay, Presi-
dent of White Pass and Yukon Route, at the 
Golden Spike Day celebrations held in Car-
cross, July 2010.  Mr. Hretzay presented the 
Yukon Government with a framed rendition of 
the S.S. Tutshi as part of the dayôs celebra-
tory events.                 Photocredit: YG 
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Continued from Pg. 4  

 

By sharing information, recognizing achievements and working together, we strengthen the 
many partnerships forged over the years.  The Department of Tourism and Culture is proud to 

work with Yukonõs heritage community.  A community that contributes to the wealth of 

Yukonõs economic and social well-being.  

 

We look forward to continued partnerships, and working with you in the year ahead to pre-

serve, protect, and promote Yukonõs treasured heritage reflected in our landmarks, stories, 
traditions and culture.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
 

Elaine Taylor  

Minister of Tourism and Culture  

 

Federal Application  

 
Young Canada Works applications  

Deadline February 1, 2011  

http://www.pch.gc.ca/special/jct -ycw/index -eng.cfm 

 

Territorial Application  

 
Yukon Summer Career Placement Program (SCP)  

Deadline March 5, 2011  

http://www.education.gov.yk.ca/advanceded/employment/scpprogram.html  

The 2011 Summer Student campaigns 

has now begun! Get your applications in 
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Courses being offered  

UVIC course list for the Spring 2011  
https://www.uvcs.uvic.ca/cultural/courses/

upcoming/  

Exhibit Design and Installation : January 24 ï 29 . 
Learn to create powerful visitor experiences 
through planning, designing, fabricating, installing, 
and maintaining interpretive exhibitions that 
encourage museum visitor's understanding, 
participation, and emotional engagement.  
Instructor: Darcie Fohrman: brings 40 years 
experience as an interpretive planner, exhibition 
designer and developer, and creative director. She 
taught exhibition development and design at John 
F. Kennedy University and is a founding member of 
the National Association for Museum Exhibition.  
 
Caring for Museum Collections: February 21 ï 
26 . Develop your capacity to ensure the care and 
safe handling of diverse collections in storage and 
on exhibition by focusing on important preventive 
conservation principles and practices. 
Instructor: Susan L. Maltby: is a conservation 
consultant specializing in artifact treatment, care 
and management, and conservation guidelines for 
exhibits, museums and heritage structures. 
Previously, Susan worked as a Conservator with the 
Canadian Conservation Institute and as a Fellow at 
the National Museum of Natural History, 
Smithsonian Institution.  
 
Heritage Conservation Planning: March 21 - 26 . 
Consider practical approaches to planning for the 
conservation and management of heritage 
resources that are grounded in core principles and 
integrate the perspectives of multiple stakeholders. 
Instructor: Harold D. Kalman, PhD:  is a 
renowned heritage conservation consultant, author 
and speaker is currently the Principal of the 
Vancouver office of Commonwealth Historic 
Resource Management Limited. Harold is the 
Founding President of the B.C.  Association of 
Heritage Professionals and has served on the 
boards of the Association for Preservation 
Technology and the Canadian Association of 
Heritage Professionals. 

 

 

Cultural Landscapes: Explore ways in which diverse 
cultural landscapes are valued and managed. 
Develop your ability to identify, evaluate and 
develop preservation strategies for landscape 
resources.  
Instructor: Wendy Shearer:  is a landscape 
architect for MHBC Planning with 25 years 
experience specializing in the research, 
documentation, assessment and conservation 
planning of cultural heritage landscapes. Wendy 
has been involved in numerous heritage projects 
throughout Ontario has worked on the restoration 
and management planning of several historic parks, 
gardens and estates. 

University and College Museum Programs  

The following is a list of several institutions within 

Canada offering specific educational competencies, 

degrees, certificates and accreditations in museum-

related programs. 

Athabasca University:                                                     

http://heritage.resources.athabascau.ca 

Algonquin College                                                             

http://www.algonquincollege.com/museum  

University of Victoria                                                                

http://www.uvcs.uvic.ca/crmp/  

University of Toronto                                                                

http://www.utoronto.ca/museum  

Fleming College  

http://www.flemingc.on.ca/  

University of Waterloo  

http://ccm.uwaterloo.ca/programs/

ccm_cpdp.html  

Commonwealth Association of Museums 

http://www.maltwood.uvic.ca/cam/programs/

index.html  

Canadian Conservation Institute Workshops 

http://www.cci -icc.gc.ca/lo-od/workshops -

ateliers/list -eng.aspx 

Education and Training...  

https://www.uvcs.uvic.ca/cultural/courses/upcoming/
https://www.uvcs.uvic.ca/cultural/courses/upcoming/
http://www.uvcs.uvic.ca/aspnet/Course/Detail/?code=HA488K
http://www.uvcs.uvic.ca/aspnet/Course/Detail/?code=HA488D
http://www.uvcs.uvic.ca/aspnet/Course/Detail/?code=HA489L
http://www.uvcs.uvic.ca/aspnet/Course/Detail/?code=HA489G
http://heritage.resources.athabascau.ca/
http://www.algonquincollege.com/museum
http://www.uvcs.uvic.ca/crmp/
http://www.utoronto.ca/museum
http://www.flemingc.on.ca/
http://ccm.uwaterloo.ca/programs/ccm_cpdp.html
http://ccm.uwaterloo.ca/programs/ccm_cpdp.html
http://www.maltwood.uvic.ca/cam/programs/index.html
http://www.maltwood.uvic.ca/cam/programs/index.html
http://www.cci-icc.gc.ca/lo-od/workshops-ateliers/list-eng.aspx
http://www.cci-icc.gc.ca/lo-od/workshops-ateliers/list-eng.aspx
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Heritage After Hours  
January 11, 2011- Yukon Cultural Services Branch  
A note from Greg Hare Senior Projects Archaeologist   
 
The staff of Cultural Services Branch entertained the hoi polloi of Whitehorse on Tuesday night when 
they opened the doors of 133 Industrial Road to offer the public a behind-the-scenes look at heritage 
research in the Yukon. The event, sponsored by Yukon Historical and Museums Association as part of 
the Heritage After Hours programme, saw more than 40 people drop by to chat, socialize and meet with 
heritage researchers in the Marwell lab. Presentations by Grant Zazula, Cathy Ritchie, Gisli Balzer, Val 
Monahan, Ruth Gotthardt and Greg Hare gave visitors a insight into the fascinating work that goes on 
there. The talks focussed on archaeology, palaeontology, conservation, artifact restoration and 
museum's collections management. Refreshments were served and a good time was had by all. The 
Industrial Road facility houses the territorial palaeontology and archaeology collections. For those who 
have never visited, it is an impressive sight to walk into the lab and see the towering shelves filled the 
bones of ancient ice age animals and artifact collections documenting more than 10,000 years of human 
occupation. Fragile historic objects receive conservation treatments in an adjacent lab.  
This is a building where old stuff comes to life.  
Thanks to YHMA for organizing the event and thanks to all the members and the public who attended. 
  
Greg Hare  
 

Upcoming Heritage After Hours  
 
February 16, 2011 -Yukon Wildlife Preserve   
The Yukon Wildlife Preserve invites you to come out to visit our facility for Heritage After 
Hours. Come and see what we have been busy working on over the last year and meet our 
new staff and animals. Refreshments will be served.  
Please park at the Visitor Service Cabin. Transportation to the main office will be provided.  
 

March 16, 2011 Location TBA  

April 13, 2011 - Historic Sites Unit  
 

Upcoming YHMA Symposium Coming in April 2011 
 

 

Heritage Update...  

Donôt forget to check out our website for even more updates: 
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Heritage and Culture Interagency Group...   

Next meeting February 1 at the Yukon Transportation Museum 10am  
 
Background Information  

The Heritage and Culture Interagency Group was initiated on November 23, 2010 to provide a forum for or-

ganizations to discuss, compare and collaborate through a variety of perspectives in Heritage and Culture.   

Purpose 

Expand the ability to provide effective communication and support; 

Increase the utilization of resources (partnering and sharing); 

Build on Yukon knowledge, information and expertise in the heritage and culture fields; 

Provide a timely response to individual and organizational needs; 

Coordinate organizational collaboration and support. 

Membership 

The group is comprised of individuals from all levels of government, non-profit and private businesses who 

are responsible for communicating to Heritage and Culture in their organizations. 

Meetings 

The group meets approximately four times a year. The location, chair and secretariat functions are rotated 

between members. 

Website 

The Yukon Historical & Museums Association will host a bulletin board and calendar on their website for the 

Heritage and Culture Interagency Group. Which will be available for information exchange via posting oppor-

tunities and questions www.heritageyukon.ca  

Mission 

The Yukon Heritage and Culture Interagency Group is a network of public, private and non-governmental 

organizations that promote information sharing, networking and partnerships to facilitate the delivery of 

quality, timely opportunities for their respective clients.  

Values  

The following values are of equal importance and the complete set demonstrates our commitment to shared 

learning. 

Commitment  ɀ taking responsibility for actions and results by participating, following through and  

supporting each other. 

Growth and Development ɀ creating an environment that fosters learning for both individuals a 

groups. 

Integrity  ɀ ensuring consistency between words and actions by being ethical, honest and professional. 

Joyfulness ɀ creating a welcoming, celebratory and fun-filled atmosphere. 

Openness ɀ sharing information, ideas and resources with an open heart and mind. 

Respect ɀ recognizing and appreciating the diversity of our group and valuing individual efforts and contribu-

tions. 

 

http://www.heritageyukon.ca
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YHMA Symposium, AGM and Heritage Awards April 28 -30 

 
Museums Association Saskatchewan  Annual General Meeting and Mini-Conference will be held on 

May 26, 2011 in Regina, SK.  Save the date! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online registration now open! · Early bird deadline: 

February 18, 2011 

Conferences & Symposiums  

Heritage Training Fund  

Deadlines for 2011  

Jan 19 
Apr 20 
July 20 
Oct 19 

All applications must be received by 4pm   

https://members.museums.ca/EventRegistration/EventSelectionPage-SelectGroup.aspx?group.EventGroupID=20&locale=en-CA
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New Book reveals the facts of the early days of Dawson  
 
"Strangely enough, and as if by some good fortune, I had come down the river 
about the same time McCormack left Gold Bottom, and had picked out a town 

site where Dawson City now stands..."  

 

So recounts Joe Ladue in his book òKlondike Factsó, written in 1897 to take 

advantage of the frenzied demand for information about the Klondike. In his 

version, Ladue doesnõt clearly explain why or how he came to be at the 
mouth of the Klondike when George Carmack discovered gold on Rabbit 

Creek, soon to be renamed Bonanza.  

 

Neither does Pierre Berton, who affirms that trader Ladue didnõt rush off downstream with the 

other prospectors when Robert Henderson showed up at his trading post in mid -summer 1896 
with word of a new gold strike over on Gold Bottom Creek.  

 

The credit for getting Ladue to the Klondike in the first place goes to Jack Dalton, the re-

nowned pathfinder and entrepreneur.  

 

This and several other revelations about the founding of Dawson and its early days are re-
vealed by Alaska historian and Dalton biographer, Mark Kirchhoff in his new booklet , 

òClondyke: The First Year of the Rush,ó which arrived in my mail box just before Christmas. 

 

Kirchhoff uses the  highly unusual spelling ``Clondyke`` over other early  variants such as 

``Tro -dg, `Klondak`` or òCloendyke,ó as it was the most common usage by the miners during 
the early days of Dawson. òThis,ó he notes, òevolved to ôKlondyke,õ in the summer of 1897 due 

to some Canadian  officialsõ preference for that spelling, and finally to ôKlondikeõ in 1898 by 

order of the  Canadian Board on Geographical names.ó 

 

The booklet, soon to be on retail bookshelves in the Yukon, is the spin -off of research that 

Kirchhoff has been doing on, the abandoned town of Dyea, which is located at the beginning of 
the historic Chilkoot Trail. Kirchhoff noted an òodd gapó in the early history of Dawson, from 

August 1896 to June 1897, and digressed to assemble this interesting account of Dawsonõs  

early days.  

 

Using accounts from the Alaskan and other newspapers of the day, he constructs a more de-
tailed  description of what happened at the future site of Dawson City in August of 1896.  

 

Floating down the Yukon that summer with a load of supplies headed for the town of Forty 

Mile, Dalton stopped at Ogilvie,  the site of Joe Ladueõs trading post on an island at the mouth 

of the Sixtymile River.Both men knew each other from previous encounters. Ladue told Dalton 

that he was running out of timber for his for his little sawmill and was looking for a new place 
to establish his mill. Dalton knew of a place at the mouth of the Klondike River, and together, 

they floated down to this location.  

 

While having dinner near the mouth of the Klondike, they met a couple of prospectors who 
had heard about Carmackõs new discovery. Dalton said that this might be a good location to 

stake a lot. Perhaps he was thinking that this could be a good place for a trading post like the 

ones he had at Haines Mission on the coast, and Dalton House, a hundred miles  to the inte-

rior. Contõd pg 11 

 

History Hunter  
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Contõd pg from 10 

Similarly, Ladue, sizing up the situation, thought this would be a good location for his saw-

mill. If he staked the ground  in the flats, he would give Dalton a lot right where they were 
standing. Dalton never got his prime lot, to the best of our knowledge, and Kirchhoff explores 

the reasons why that might be the case.  
 

This may also explain the curious wording Ladue used to describe how he came to be at the 

site at such an opportune moment. I corresponded with Ladue biographers Ed and Star Jones, 

who seem to agree that the Dalton connection òadds a little more meató to Ladueõs vague and 

evasive statement.  
 

After staking out 160 acres (65 hectares), Ladue sent a man to the 

Mounted Police at Forty Mile to file an application for the land. 

Meanwhile he and three other men constructed a tiny cabin on the 

banks of the Yukon River with a door and two windows facing the 

river. Thus, the first building on the new town site was completed 
by September 1, 1896.  
 

Ladue went back  to Ogilvie, where he packed up his sawmill and 

his store, and moved them to the new location, which he named in 

honour of George Mercer Dawson.  Dawson, a renowned geologist, 

and head of the Geological Survey of Canada, had surveyed the 

Yukon for minerals nearly a decade before. Ladue was soon pro-
ducing lumber at $130 per thousand òboard feetó at the new mill 

site and selling booze in the first saloon operating at the new town.  
 

Within three months, there were several hundred prospectors in 

the Klondike (Ladue says 500m, while another account places the 

number at 1,000). There were soon more than two dozen cabins in 
the frozen moose pasture along the shore of the Yukon, but every commodity, excepting alco-

hol seemed to be in short supply.  
 

Kirchhoff discusses why Ladue never gave Dalton credit for his role in the establishment of 

Dawson in the first chapter of this book. In the second, he describes the conditions and events 

surrounding Dawson in the first months of its existence.  
 

In a third chapter, he asks: did the arrival of the steamships Excelsior and Portland in San 

Francisco and Seattle really spark the Klondike gold rush, or was it already well under way?  
 

I wonõt tell you what Kirchhoff concludes on that matter, but I can say from my own research 

on the Dalton Trail that several herds of cattle were already on the trail to Dawson City before 

the explosive news landed on the world stage in July, 1897.  
 

This new booklet will stimulate plenty of discussion about the long -accepted account of the 

early days of Dawson City, and will be a definite òmust readó for any gold rush enthusiast. 
 

òClondyke: The First Year of the Rush,ó by Mark Kirchhoff, is published by Alaska Cedar Press 

in Juneau Alaska  

 

Submitted by Michael Gates © 
 

Michael Gates is a Yukon historian and sometimes adventurer based in Whitehorse. His 

book, History Hunting in the Yukon, is now available in good stores everywhere in the ter-

ritory.  
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News from the Yukon Archives  
 

On Exhibit Now:  

 

Hougen Heritage Gallery in Arts Underground: Life in Whitehorse, 1946-1969, Selected 

photographs from the Rolf and Margaret Hougen Collection  
This exhibit showcases a selection of 43 black & white and colour photographs taken by Rolf Hougen documenting 

community and sporting events, streetscapes, parades, and daily life in Whitehorse in the years just after the second 

world war until the late 1960s. Rolf Hougen first became interested in photography when he was ten years old and 

since then he has taken many thousands of photos. In later years, Rolf and his wife Marg had a darkroom in their 

home, and he developed, printed and enlarged his own photographs. He took some photos for commercial clients 

and sold others in the photo department of the family store. He also had a strong personal interest in preserving 

Yukon history. The images in this exhibit are just a small example of the many photographs that you can see in his 

collection at the Yukon Archives. 

Yukon Archives Exhibition Room: James Quongôs Yukon 

James Quong was an engineer on the Alaska Highway during its construction. He designed many 

sections of the road and its bridges. He was also an avid photographer. His images depict the Yukon, its 

land, people and events from the mid 1940s to the mid 1960s. 

The photographs now on display in the Yukon Archives exhibition room, which were previously on 

display at Arts Underground during the summer of 2010, present a cross sample of his subjects spanning 

some twenty years. From the Alaska Highway turnover ceremony to grocery store lineups, Quong 

captured the monumental and the everyday with an artist's eye. 

Selected recent acquisitions:  

96 colour slides taken by Joyce Hayden between 1957 and 1972.  Images are mostly Yukon related, 

including many of Whitehorse area, Whitehorse Carnival, Queen Elizabeth's visit, and dog sled 

races. (Acc. # 2010/89)  

 

Two boxes of files dating from approximately 1956 ï 1980 relating to Venus Mines, Montana 

Mountain claims, and Tagish Lake Syndicate which was owned by John Scott and John Phelps. 

(Acc. # 2010/92) 

 

 

Staff Arrivals and Departures 

There have been even more arrivals and changes since the last newsletter. Kathleen MacDonald, who has 

been with Yukon Archives as a Page for over five years, is filling in this winter as the part-time Library 

Assistant for Sarah Gallagher, who is in Vancouver doing her Masterôs degree in Library and 

Information Science. 

 

Reference Room 

Our Archives Reference Assistants are available to assist with researchers.  Please come up and say take 

advantage of their research skills! 

 

Yukon Archival Advisory Program  

Thanks to financial assistance from the Yukon Archives and the Government of Canada through Library 

and Archives Canada, and administered by the Canadian Council of Archives, the Yukon Council of 

Archivesô Yukon Archival Advisory Program is running from September 2010 to March 2011.  The 

services of the Archives Advisor (David Porter) include providing assistance and training on a range of 

archival issues and with the Yukon Archival Union List (YAUL). Contact David Porter 

at:archivesadvisor@gmail.com Fax (867) 393-6253 until March 31, 2011. Appointments can be arranged upon 

request 

mailto:archivesadvisor@gmail.com
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Hi!  My name is Janna Swales and I am the 

second newest acquisition at the Yukon 

Transportation Museum.  My job description is 

to fill a pair of size eighteen boots; which were 

left behind by past YTM Assistant Director/

Curator, Cathy Ritchie.  YTMôs collection is 

well documented and organized, thanks to 

Cathyôs knowledge and insight, and a goodly 

proportion of my duties will be to continue this 

legacy.  The collections work she has done has elevated YTM into a whole other league. 
 

Cathy has taken the position of Collections Management Advisor 

with Government of Yukon.  YTMôs Curator, Casey McLaughlin 

and myself are delighted that she drops by to visit and provide us 

with tips and training.  We are doubly happy that her talents can be 

shared and absorbed all over the territory.  Good news for 

everyone! 
 

As for the staff and board at YTM, we are plotting all sorts of 

winter projects including, developing a regular childrenôs program, 

continuing to expand the professional and engaging interpretation 

offered, launching our new website, managing facility rentals, and 

preparing for next yearôs projects.  
 

YTMôs most recent acquisition is a life ring from the late steamer, White Horse donated by 

long time Yukon resident Jim Fordyce.  Mr. Fordyce acquired the life ring at the time that he 

purchased his riverboat, the Sibilla (Image 

available at http://bit.ly/cAoSb3).  It is 

unknown when the life ring was removed from 

the White Horse and ensconced on the Sibilla.  
 

The White Horse was built in the Whitehorse 

shipyards in 1901 by the British Yukon 

Navigation Company. She met her demise as a 

victim of arson alongside Casca #3 on June 

21st, 1974, shown in the above picture from 

Stan Cohenôs book, Yukon River Steamboats.  

The Sibilla is in Carcross, now out of service and suffering from a broken back.   
 

Most Sincerely, 

 

Janna Swales 

Museum Operations Assistant 

Yukon Transportation Museum 

Yukon Transportation Museum Update...  
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A few highlights from YHRB...  

 

The Yukon Heritage Resources Board held its last meeting on November 19 

and 20 in Whitehorse.  Testloa Smith was reappointed to the Board and 

joined new and other reappointed Board members at the meeting.  Rick Le-

maire of the Yukon Governmentôs Department of Tourism and Culture pro-

vided updates on the departmentôs activities and on the status of various 

heritage and museums initiatives.  Jeff Hunston of the Cultural Services 

Branch assisted the Board with training related to the Yukonôs Historic Re-

sources Act.  Pauline Frost and Stewart Briethaupt of the Self-Government 

Secretariat provided the Board an overview of the mandate and activities of 

the Secretariat. 

 

During its November meeting, the Board also considered applications for the 2010 intake to the Yukon Historic Re-

sources Fund (YHRF), then forwarded funding recommendations to Minister Elaine Taylor.  In January of 2011, 

Minister Taylor approved the Boardôs recommendations to fund the following projects through the YHRF: 

 

Ed and Star Jones: Cemetery Restoration 

Erin McMullen and Babe Richards:  The Unsinkable Babe Richards biography project 

Whitehorse Cross Country Ski Club: History of the Whitehorse Cross Country Ski Club 

Miles Canyon Historic Railway Society: Interpretive Boreal Signage/Train Audio Capability for Community Muse-

ums 

MacBride Museum of Yukon History: Yukon Sternwheeler/Waterfront History General Interest Book 

 

This year, $15,300 was made available for these projects through interest generated by the fund and supplemental 

funding from the Yukon Government Department of Tourism and Culture.  More information about the YHRF 

program can be found at http://www.tc.gov.yk.ca/yhrf.html 

 

The Board enjoyed hosting the November Heritage After Hours, which was a great opportunity meet members of the 

public, heritage, and UFA Boards and Committees communities. In the coming year, the Board looks forward to con-

tinued participation in the heritage community and engagement with the UFA Parties, as well as training related to its 

mandate. 

 

The Boardôs next meeting will take place in Whitehorse on February 18 and 19, 2011.  YHRB welcomes comments 

from the heritage community and public on any of its activities.  The YHRB office is located in the historic Taylor 

House at 412 Main Street in Whitehorse.  We can also be reached by phone at 668-7150 or by email at 

yhrb@northwestel.net. 

 

Newsletter Submissions: YHMA wants you!  
The YHMA newsletter is the official newsletter of the Yukon Historical & 
Museums Association, but we want it to reflect and inform the Yukon Heritage 
Community of each others accomplishments. We welcome our members to 
submit articles, book reviews, project reports, pictures and other related 
announcements for publication in upcoming issues. Please call us for 
submission guidelines and deadlines. 867-667-4704. Please email submissions 
to yhma@northwestel.net 

http://www.tc.gov.yk.ca/yhrf.html
mailto:yhrb@northwestel.net
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Old Log Church Winter Update...  

Old Log Church Museum's 

 3rd Annual Old Fashioned Christmas Sale 
 

The Old Log Church Museum / Yukon Church Heritage Society would like to thank everyone who 

attended our 3rd Annual Old Fashioned Christmas Sale which took place Saturday, November 

20th and 27th from 11 ð 3. 

This year we were open two days instead of one.  We had a fantastic new selection of beautiful 

and unique Victorian inspired Christmas decorations, ornaments and other gifts for sale.  High-

lights included: 

Å Vintage 1920s/30s Reproduction Christmas Postcards 

(Thank you to John Talsma for loaning us this collection and for permission to reproduce these 

cards.) 

Å Merckõs Family Old World Christmas ornaments 

Å Homemade One of a kind Nativity Scenes 
 

We also had the chance to show the public our newly renovated gift shop, which included new 

cabinets built by Yukon Church Heritage Society Board Member Len Beecroft.  Visitors to the mu-

seum also enjoyed a wonderful festive atmosphere, snacks and goodies, listened to 

Christmas music and viewed a new Christmas themed exhibit with photos and arti-

facts from our museum collection. 

We will have Christmas stock available in our gift shop in the 2011 summer season, 

so come by and visit us!  If you are interested in taking a look before then contact the 

museum at 668-2555. 

Thanks to your support, this event was a resounding success and we hope to see you 

all again next Christmas!  For more information about our museum, please visit our 

new website at www.oldlogchurchmuseum.ca! 
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Teslin Historical and Museum Society is zipping along on a number of projects at 

present including;  

a response to Niels Jacobson structural assessment of our George Johnston Mu-

seum. Hyperventilating and  reaching for the applications box, we hope in 2011 to 

shore up foundations, roofing, gutters and exterior wall gaps and even install new 

carpet. At long last we also will install,(prayers again) glass front doors to cut 

down bird flights in, road dust and prevailing wind that freezes the socks off 

tourists and staff alike. On other fronts, the 1942 Aeradio Range building exhibit 

is blossoming under Glaeser Deigns  able hands and with late wonderful coopera-

tion from the Yukon Transportation Museum which as offered us a generous and 

crucial loan of a 1942 navigation transmitter to enhance the show. Remember it 

will open June 30th in Teslin with fanfare and a traditional Dominion Day Silver 

Tea. You are invited.  

There will be a large new display case inside the Museum this year displaying 5 

clan head dresses, lynx paw blankets, and all the domestic and ceremonial beaded 

hide artefacts we have had in storage. As another small plum, we plan to add a fire 

and Tlingit Elder stories of subsistence hunting to our trappers cabin.  

The Teslin Society has an exceptional Board. THMS Board meetings are simply 

unique social-business events that directors attend for the fast and efficient pro-

gress made, the fair democratic governance and the sheer fun. They laugh, discuss 

and decide , making for a vibrant organisation. The Museum has had terrific staff 

for the last few years and must congratulate Yukon Transportation for perma-

nently scooping 'our' former Junior -Manager Janna Swales into the big heritage 

time.  

THMS wishes all other Museums a Happy and Prosperous New Year.   

 

Sharron Chatterton  

Manager  

George Johnston Museum  

Did you knowé???  
 

In the Membership section of the YHMA website, you have ac-

cess to a database of people interested in working or volunteering 

for Yukon Heritage. Yet another privilege of membership! 
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MacBride in 2010 ï The Year in Numbers  
 

It was a busy year at MacBride. In 2010, we welcomed 21,720 visitors to the  
Museum Ƅ the highest number of visitors since the Yukon centennial in 1998,  

and a 12-percent increase from 2009.  

More than 3,139 people participated in MacBride Museum programs, including:  
11 weeks of day camp for kids, 50 1-hour preschool programs, 33 special 
presentations in partnership with local groups, 30 school programs and tours, and 5 
birthday parties. 

Throughout the year we hosted 110 receptions, meetings and workshops for groups 
and organizations which drew over 5,000 participants. We also hosted a number of 
special events. There were 17 performances by local musicians presented in 
partnership with Music Yukon, 8 weeks of our Historical Horse and Rider Program, and 

250 people attended the Whitehorse Inn Lighting Ceremony. 

In addition to enhancing our permanent exhibits, we created 2 3-month long displays 
featuring our historical photographs for the Hougen Heritage Gallery on Main Street, 
and 6 different displays in our community heritage showcase in partnership with local 
groups. We created 2 calendars for 2011 featuring historic photographs, 1 Yukon 

animals colouring book and we helped launch 1 local childrenôs book. 

 

UPCOMING IN WINTER 2011 
 

Yukonôs Hockey History Displays 
On February 12, 2011, Hockey Day in Canada will come to Whitehorse. To mark the 
event, the MacBride Museum of Yukon History and representatives from many of 
Yukonôs hockey organizations have created displays on Yukonôs hockey history. 
Display opening reception at MacBride Museum  
Tuesday, February 8  

There will be free admission to the display from February 9-12. 
 

Yukon Heritage Hockey Jerseys & Calendars  
Unique heritage-inspired hockey jerseys and calendars are now on 
sale at MacBride Museum. The jerseyôs design is based on a 
historic hockey sweater pictured in photographs from MacBride 
Museumôs collection. To order call 667-2709, or drop by MacBride 
Museum. 
 

 
Contôd pg 18 

Events at MacBride Museum...  
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Contôd from pg 17 
 

Skating at MacBride Museum  
Tuesday to Saturday 11 - 1pm (Starting January 18, 2010) 
For the second year in a row MacBride Museum has turned its outdoor courtyard in to a 
skating rink. The cost is free and all skaters must sign a waiver. 
Call 667-2709 (ext.4.) for more information. 
Special thanks to the City of Whitehorse. 
 

Young Explorerôs Preschool Program 
Fridays from 10am-11am at MacBride Museum 
This program is designed for caregivers and children to 
explore MacBride Museumôs animal gallery together. Each 
week, activities explore a different animal. 
Jan. 14 ï Rabbits; Jan. 21 ï Caribou; Jan. 28 ï Wolverines; 
Feb. 4 ï Huskies; Feb. 11 ï Beavers; Feb. 18 ï Moose; Feb. 
25 ï Bison 
For more topics visit www.macbridemuseum.com 
 

Free Yukoner Days  
On the third Thursday of each month MacBride offers free admission to Yukoners with 
proof of residency. The next three Yukoner Days will be January 20, February 17 and 
March 17. 

MacBride Museum of Yukon History  
1124 First Avenue, Whitehorse Ā P: 667-2709 Ā Online: 

www.macbridemuseum.com  
WINTER HOURS: Tuesday-Saturday 10am to 4pm, or by appointment 

 

Welcome to  the Heritage Network Atlantic
 

E- Learning Website  
The site contains " The Bare Essentials of Muse-

ums ," An Introduction to Museum Work  which is a 

project of "The Heritage Network Atlantic" The 

site's 6 interactive modules introduce the basic 

concepts and practical information on working in a 

museum environment. It is designed to be particu-

larly useful for those entering the museum field 

such as volunteers and seasonal guides.  

To access the site you will require a password. 

Once you have typed the password press submit. 

To obtain a password you will need to purchase ac-

cess to the program. The program fee ranges from 

$65.00 to $125 ( Canadian ) depending on your 

status. To learn more about purchasing the pro-

gram please click here  or email us.  

http://www.museumstoresatlantic.ca/hnaelearning/elearningEvaluationFormNew.rtf
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Name:                                                             Organization: 
 
Address:                                                         City:                                  
 
Postal Code:                                                  Phone: 
 

 
 
 

 

Organization Membership  
(contributing members ) 
 

Level 1 (under $50,000) $35.00  

Level 2 ($50,000-$150,000) $50.00 

Level 3 ($150,000-$300,000) $65.00 

Level 4 ($300,000+) $80.00 

Individual Membership  
Basic: $25.00 
Patron: $65.00 
Student/Senior $15.00 

Other Organizations  
Basic: $30.00 
Professional: $35.00 
Patron $250.00 

Name and Email contact for newsletter: 
 
_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________
_________________________________________ 
Signature: 
_________________________________________ 

Method of Payment:  

Check 
Bill me 
Visa 
MasterCard 
 
Credit card  #                                                  

Contributing members take part in Joint 
Marketing and are able to submit their events for 
our calendar and articles for our newsletter. The 
level of membership is based on an organizationõs 
heritage budget. 

Send me my YHMA Newsletter by:  
 

Email 
Post 
Donõt send, Iõll read it online 

YHMA would like to thank Subway for their generous donation  


